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Public polling on the environment has seen its salience decrease  
as a top three issue over the last few years, falling from a 40% peak  
in 2021 to 16% in January 2026. 

Similarly to housing, many in the energy-intensive sectors will be watching how far the 
Government is willing to go to unblock new infrastructure, generation and demand projects 
- even where there are perceived environmental impacts. Eyebrows will have been raised 
by the recent Government U-turn on a data centre in Buckinghamshire over issues with 
requiring an environmental impact assessment ahead of approval by MHCLG.  
Balancing these priorities will continue to prove challenging. 

mċĂĈ±×ë±½×å×ĈĜŹ
±ëÃŹ¾å×ê±ĈÇŹ
impact.
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Department 
for Energy 
SecurityŹ±ëÃŹ
Net Zero.
The Department for Energy Security and 
Net Zero is responsible for UK energy policy. 
Its focus is on energy security, protecting 
billpayers and reaching net zero. 

Under Labour, the DepartmentɄs priorities are to achieve 
clean power by 2030, and bring down energy bills by 
£300 a year.  

iĈŹBñëŹ4ÃŹU×å×½±ëÃŹUf 
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero

As Energy Secretary, Ed Miliband has overall 
responsibility for the Department. He was previously 
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change from 
2008 to 2010 under Gordon BrownɄs Premiership.

PñþÃŹ¡±åå±ë¾Ç 
Minister for Science Innovation Research  
and Nuclear

Lord Vallance is responsible for nuclear, fusion, science 
and innovation for climate and energy, AI in the energy 
sector and research and development within DESNZ.

U×¾Õ±ÇåŹmÕ±ëãĂ 
Minister for Energy

The Minister is responsible for the UKɄs energy 
systems, the grid and networks including renewables, 
biomass, oil, gas and hydrogen as well as energy 
security, resilience, market reform and Clean  
Power 2030.

PñþÃŹ¢Õ×ĈÇÕÇ±Ã 
Minister for Energy Security and Net Zero

Lord Whitehead is responsible for departmental 
business in the House of Lords. He is widely 
respected in the energy industry for his expertise and 
experience; pushing for cleaner energy since his time 
as Leader of Southampton City Council in the 1980s.

7









M±ëÇŹ¢±åãÇþ 
Director of Energy Affordability  
and Consumers

Jane Walker is responsible for policies  
on energy costs and consumer protection.

*ÇëŹBñååÇĜ 
Deputy Director for Gas Systems

Ben Holley is Deputy Director for Gas 
Systems, overseeing the operation and 
security of the UKɄs gas networks.

0±ëŹU×¾ãåÇĈÕĖ±×ĈÇ 
Director of Energy Security  
and Resilience

Dan Micklethwaite is responsible for 
ensuring the security and resilience of the 
UK energy system and energy supply now 
and in the future.

0±ëŹ\ĂÑññÃ 
Director of Electricity Security  
& Market Reform

Dan Osgood leads government policy 
on energy markets, including major 
programmes to reform electricity and 
retail energy markets.

4êê±Ź=åñĜÃ 
Director for Clean Energy Investment

Emma Floyd is Director for Clean Energy 
Investment, as well as a Non-Executive 
Director at Great British Energy.

4ê×åĜŹ*ñċþëÇ 
Director of Energy Systems  
and Networks (ES&N)

Emily Bourne leads work on the UKɄs 
energy systems and networks.

DESNZ ñĩ¾×±åĂ.
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m±þ±ÕŹiÇÃĖññÃŹ\*4 
Director of Renewable Energy Deployment

Dr Sarah Redwood OBE leads the deployment 
of renewable energy across the UK.

Chris Stark 
Head of Mission Control, Clean Power 2030

Chris Stark is a climate and energy expert 
appointed to lead Mission Control for Clean 
Power 2030, a Government initiative aimed 
at accelerating the UKɄs transition to clean, 
homegrown energy. He is the former chief 
executive of the Climate Change Committee, 
where he helped establish the UKɄs net zero target, 
and previously served as Director of Energy and 
Climate Change in the Scottish Government.

DESNZ ñĩ¾×±åĂ.
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Across
Energy policy isn’t just decided at DESNZ, it touches 
a number of Departments across Government.

¢Õ×ĈÇÕ±åå.
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Natiñë±åŹ4ëÇþÑĜŹ
System Operator 
& Ofgem.

The National Energy System Operator (NESO) and Ofgem 
have an increasingly important role in the UK’s energy 
system: from protecting consumers to system planning. 

NESO was created as a result of the 2023 Energy Act to take a birdɄs  
eye view of the UKɄs energy system, ensuring it is Ϛt for the future.  
Recently, OfgemɄs role has been under increasing scrutiny, with critics 
arguing it has become overly political.   

V±Ĉ×ñë±åŹ4ëÇþÑĜŹ
System Operator 
& Ofgem.
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ĈÕÇŹÃÇ½±ĈÇ.
Energy and Net Zero are some of the most polarising 
debates in politics. Historically, land use, boiler bans 
and zero emission vehicle mandates dominated 
headlines, but issues that may have previously 
been considered niche such as zonal pricing, grid 
connections and infrastructure, and curtailment 
costs have found their way to centre stage.  

WeɄve mapped out the Parliamentarians pushing the Net Zero 
consensus, who are broadly supportive of the GovernmentɄs 
approach, vs. those on the other side of the debate, who either 
want to repeal Net Zero targets or advocate for a more radical 
approach to Net Zero than the Government is taking.

Shaping
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Baroness Worthington 
(Crossbench)

Baroness Bryony Worthington is a life peer 
and inϛuential climate and energy advocate 
who helped shape the UKɄs original Climate 
Change Act, served as Shadow Spokesperson 
for Energy and Climate Change during the 
coalition years, and has consistently pressed 
for ambitious, evidence-based clean energy 
and net zero policy in the House of Lords, 
drawing on extensive experience across 
government, NGOs, and the energy sector.

Wera Hobhouse  
(Liberal Democrat, Bath)

Wera Hobhouse MP is a prominent advocate 
for climate and energy action in Parliament, 
championing renewable energy, electriϚcation, 
and energy eϜciency, and using her role on the 
Energy Security and Net Zero Committee to push 
for faster, fairer decarbonisation and cross-party 
consensus on the energy transition.

Nick Timothy MP  
(Conservative, West Suffolk)

Nick Timothy is a Conservative MP known 
for criticising renewable energy subsidies 
and Net Zero policy as impractical and 
costly, arguing that renewables require 
paying for ɇtwo energy systemsɈ and that 
refusing to drill risks impoverishing the UK. 
He is also Shadow Justice Secretary and 
former Chief of Staϙ to Theresa May. 

+å×ĕÇŹPÇĖ×ĂŹUfŹ 
(Labour, Norwich South)

Clive Lewis advocates radical energy 
policies, opposing new fossil fuel 
projects and market-based energy 
solutions, while pushing for public 
ownership, a National Energy Guarantee, 
and a Just Transition to green jobs.

Graham Stringer  
(Labour, Blackley and Middleton South)

Graham Stringer MP is a long-serving 
backbencher known for his scepticism of 
net zero policy and criticism of renewable 
energy targets and climate modelling, 
advocating a more cautious, cost-focused 
approach to UK energy policy. He has 
been a director since 2015 of the Global 
Warming Policy Foundation, a group 
established to challenge mainstream 
climate science and oppose policies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

*±þñëÇĂĂŹ¨ñċëÑŹñÐŹ\åÃŹm¾ñëÇ 
(Labour)

Baroness Young of Old Scone is a senior House 
of Lords peer and environmental advocate 
with a long track record in conservation and 
climate policy, including leadership of the 
Environment Agency and RSPB and chairing 
the Labour Climate and Environment Forum, 
speaking on energy, net zero and sustainable 
development in parliamentary debates.
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With policymakers and MPs from across the 
political spectrum shaping the future of climate 
and energy in the UK, but the conversation does 
not stop here. 

In our next document, we will turn our attention to the 
journalists who are at the heart of reporting, analysing, and 
inϛuencing public understanding of energy issues. Stay tuned 
as we uncover the leading voices in energy journalism; who 
they are, what they cover, and why their perspectives matter.

The UK’s

energy
¾±ëŹ½ÇŹûñå±þ×Ă×ëÑ.
ÃÇ½±ĈÇ
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enquiries@cavendishconsulting.com
cavendishconsulting.com

Get in touch. 
For further information, or to discuss how your organisation can engage effectively, 

get in touch with our team today.

Front cover images: UK Parliament / CC BY 2.0 / Wikimedia Commons,  
UK Parliament / CC BY 2.0 / Wikimedia Commons,  
UK Parliament / CC BY 3.0 / Wikimedia Commons.

mailto:enquiries%40cavendishconsulting.com?subject=
https://cavendishconsulting.com/
mailto:enquiries%40cavendishconsulting.com?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/cavendishconsulting/
https://www.youtube.com/@cavendishconsulting
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cavendishconsulting/
https://twitter.com/cavconsult

	Next 5: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 

	Previous 5: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 

	Contents 5: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 

	Next 7: 
	Previous 7: 
	Contents 7: 
	Next 6: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 

	Previous 6: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 

	Contents 6: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 

	Next 8: 
	Previous 8: 
	Contents 8: 
	Next 9: 
	Previous 9: 
	Contents 9: 
	Next 10: 
	Previous 10: 
	Contents 10: 
	Next 11: 
	Previous 11: 
	Contents 11: 
	Next 12: 
	Previous 12: 
	Contents 12: 
	Next 13: 
	Previous 13: 
	Contents 13: 
	Next 14: 
	Previous 14: 
	Contents 14: 
	Next 15: 
	Previous 15: 
	Contents 15: 
	Button 2: 
	Button 3: 
	Button 4: 
	Button 5: 


